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As most of you are aware, Mr Pepper has not been at work for the last half term.  It now seems very likely that he will not return after the Easter holiday, and I have had to make alternative plans.  Currently I have been teaching at the beginning of the week and Mrs Finely on Thursdays and Fridays.  After Easter Mrs Finely is unable to help us and Mr Carter will be teaching at the end of the week, until Mr Pepper’s return.  We are fortunate that he is able to take on this role, as he is familiar with the school and many of the children.  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the whole staff for their help during this very demanding half term.  It is a great credit to them that the impact on the children has been positive and productive, when it might easily have been otherwise.

One of our School Improvement aims is to reduce the gap between reading and writing across the school.  To this end, we have been invited to join a pilot project to develop writing in the school.  The first all-day training is the first day back, April 20th.  I will be at school for our first assembly  and the classes  will be taught by Mr Carter, Mrs Barker and hopefully, Mrs Bennett on that day.  The alternative, to change the INSET days, seemed far too disruptive.  All TAs and Miss Wood will be at school to ensure smooth running of the classes that day.

After School Club will close at 5.00pm from 20th April onwards.  The cost of employing two staff for the extra half hour is not viable, and so we need to change the timings to ensure the longer term viability of the club.  Times will not be reduced further, and we could extend the time again if there is sufficient demand.  Do continue to support this provision if you can.  The children love coming and it is a safe and enjoyable alternative at the end of the day.
After the holidays, many of the children may be wearing their summer uniforms.  Can I just remind you that this is green or red check dresses or grey shorts; Red, Green or Black cardigans, jumpers or sweatshirts; white T shirts and black shorts for PE; sandals with toes in please (open-toed sandals are not safe for playing on the apparatus).  There are many shops where children’s clothes are reasonably priced and we do not feel our uniform is particularly demanding.  Many thanks for your help in supporting school policy.

The sun is out, the Easter egg hunt is due to begin, and the outlook is good.

Have agreat holiday and we look forward to seeing you all on April 20th.

Gill Stripp

Headteacher
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